
Co
mp
ar
ed
 t
o 
th
e 
li
ne
ar
 p
ro
ce
ss
 im
pl
ie
d 
in
 b
uy
in
g 

pl
an
ts
, t
he
 r
ep
ro
du
ct
io
n 
of
 p
la
nt
s 
th
ro
ug
h 
na
tu
ra
l 

pr
oc
es
se
s 
is
 c
yc
li
ca
l:
 a
 p
la
nt
 g
ro
w
s 

to
 m
at
ur
it
y,
 f
lo
w
er
s 
an
d/
or
 

fr
ui
ts
 a
nd
 t
he
n 
se
ed
s 
ap
pe
ar
, 

ar
e 
di
sp
er
se
d,
 a
nd
 

eev
en
tu
al
ly
 g
er
mi
na
te
, 

be
gi
nn
in
g 
th
e 
cy
cl
e 
ag
ai
n.

Pr
op
ag
at
io
n 
an
d 
ci
rc
ul
ar
it
y

Of
 c
ou
rs
e,
 t
hi
s 
cy
cl
e 
do
es
 n
ot
 

ex
is
t 
in
 is
ol
at
io
n 
bu
t 
de
pe
nd
s 

on
 o
th
er
 in
te
rs
ec
ti
ng
 c
yc
le
s. 

In
 m
an
y 
ca
se
s,
 b
ee
s 
an
d 
ot
he
r

po
ll
in
at
or
s 
ar
e 
re
qu
ir
ed
 t
o 

en
su
re
 t
ha
t 
a 
pl
an
t’
s 

ffl
ow
er
s 
pr
od
uc
e 
fr
ui
t 

an
d/
or
 s
ee
ds
. S
ea
so
na
l 
an
d 

cl
im
ac
ti
c 
cy
cl
es
 in
it
iat
e 
an
d 

fa
ci
li
ta
te
 g
er
mi
na
ti
on
 a
nd
 

gr
ow
th
, a
nd
 in
se
ct
s,
 w
or
ms
 

an
d 
mi
cr
o-
or
ga
ni
sm
s 
in
 t
he
 s
oi
l

 h
el
p 
to
 r
et
ai
n 
w
at
er
 a
nd
 m
ak
e 
nu
tr
ie
nt
s 
av
ai
la
bl
e.

W
he
n 
ga
rd
en
er
s 
ge
t 
in
vo
lv
ed
, a
no
th
er
 s
et
 o
f 
cy
cl
es
 is
 

po
te
nt
ia
ll
y 
in
it
iat
ed
: 

th
e 
sh
ar
in
g 
of
 s
ee
ds
, 

cu
tt
in
gs
 a
nd
 

pl
an
ts
 c
re
at
es
 

re
la
ti
on
sh
ip
s 
of
 

re
ci
pr
oc
it
y 
th
at
 

re
ac
h 
in

re
ac
h 
in
to
 o
th
er
 

ga
rd
en
s 
an
d 

ci
rc
le
 b
ac
k 
to
 

th
e 
ga
rd
en
er
 

ov
er
 t
im
e.
 

Pr
op
ag
at
io
n 
do
es
n’
t 

ju
st
 m
ul
ti
pl
y 
pl
an
ts
, i
t 

mu
lt
ip
li
es
 c
on
ne
ct
io
ns
 

be
tw
ee
n 
 in
te
rs
ec
ti
ng
 

cy
cl
es
 o
f 
li
fe
.

At
 t
he
 s
am
e 
ti
me
, b
ec
au
se
 y
ou
 

ca
n’
t 
bu
y 
cu
tt
in
gs
, t
hi
s 
me
th
od
 o
f 

pr
op
ag
at
io
n 
is
 a
 g
re
at
 w
ay
 t
o 
me
et
 o
th
er
 

ga
rd
en
er
s. 
“H
i t
he
re
, I
 

nno
ti
ce
d 
yo
u 
ha
ve
 a
 b
ea
ut
if
ul
 s
ag
e 
pl
an
t 

gr
ow
in
g 
in
 y
ou
r 
ga
rd
en
,”
 is
 a
n 
ea
sy
 w
ay
 t
o 

in
tr
od
uc
e 
yo
ur
se
lf
 

to
 s
om
eo
ne
 n
ew
. 

Pe
rh
ap
s 
yo
u 
ar
e 
gr
ow
in
g 
so
me
 

pl
an
ts
 t
he
y 
m

pl
an
ts
 t
he
y 
ma
y 
be
 in
te
re
st
ed
 in
 

pr
op
ag
at
in
g?
 E
ve
n 
if
 y
ou
 d
o 
no
t 
be
co
me
 

be
st
 f
ri
en
ds
, i
nt
er
ac
ti
ng
 

w
it
h 
yo
ur
 n
ei
gh
bo
ur
s 
w
il
l 
in
cr
ea
se
 

ev
er
yd
ay
 s
oc
ia
l 
co
nt
ac
t 
an
d 
yo
ur
 s
en
se
 o
f 

be
lo
ng
in
g 
in
 

th
e 
co
mm
un
it
y.
 

W
ha
t 
is
 p
ro
pa
ga
ti
on
 a
nd
 

w
hy
 is
 it
 im
po
rt
an
t?

Pr
op
ag
at
io
n 
is
 t
he
 p
ra
ct
ic
e 
of
 m
ul
ti
pl
yi
ng
 p
la
nt
s,
 

us
in
g 
se
xu
al
 o
r 
ve
ge
ta
ti
ve
 p
ro
ce
ss
es
 o
f 

re
pr
od
uc
ti
on
 (i
.e
., 
by
 s
ee
d 
or
 b
y 
ta
ki
ng
 

cu
tt
in
gs
, m
ak
in
g 
di
vi
si
on
s 
et
c.
). 

In
 t
hi
s 

In
 t
hi
s 
vo
lu
me
, w
e 
fo
cu
s 
on
 p
ro
pa
ga
ti
on
 u
si
ng
 s
te
m 

cu
tt
in
gs
 ta
ke
n 
fr
om
 p
er
en
ni
al
 p
la
nt
s 
su
ch
 a
s 
sa
ge
 

an
d 
ro
se
ma
ry
. I
n 
ad
di
ti
on
 t
o 
al
lo
w
in
g 
yo
u 
to
 g
ro
w
 

mo
re
 p
la
nt
s 
fo
r 
fr
ee
, h
om
e 
pr
op
ag
at
io
n 
me
an
s 
yo
u 

ca
n 
av
oi
d 
bu
yi
ng
 p
la
nt
s 
in
 p
ot
s 
fr
om
 g
ar
de
n 

ce
nt
re
s,
 t
he
re
by
 r
ed
uc
in
g 
pl
as
ti
c 
w
as
te
.

Before taking cuttings from other plants, 
you w

ill need to research the best time and location 
for taking them. Comprehensive plant reference books 
often contain this 
information, 
but there are
 also good 
 also good 
online 
sources. 

If you can’t 
find a plant 
from w

hich to 
take cuttings, 
ask 
ask your 
neighbours or 
try these social 
media groups:

@
propagationforthepeople (Instagram) 
Propagation for the People FB Group 
UBC Families FB Group
UBC/Point Grey Buy N
UBC/Point Grey Buy Nothing FB Group 

How
 to propagate perennial plants like sage and rosemary from stem cuttings

1. Take the cuttings from new
 or semi-ripe grow

th 
(10 cm long, taken just below

 a leaf node). 

2. Dip the ends
in natural 
rooting hormone 
(e.g., ½

 teaspoon 
apple cider vinegar in 
apple cider vinegar in 
2 cups w

ater).

3. Stick in a pot containing 
damp, soil-less grow

ing medium 
(e.g., 1-1 coconut coir and sand).

4. Enclose the container in a plastic 
bag to create a humid environment, 
ensuring the le
ensuring the leaves do not touch 
the bag. 

5. Shade the pot from direct sun. 
Open it every couple of days to give 
the cuttings air, mist if needed and remove any 
brow
n leaves. Sage and rosemary cuttings 

should root in 2-3 w
eeks.

by Erin despard
Illustrations by Jenna brienza

 Community Propagation Bulletin Board

If propagating your ow
n plants is a w

ay of 
multiplying local connections, maybe w

e should 
think of it as an act of friendly communication 

as w
ell as gardening…

 

Plus: proposal for an innovative 
composting/propagation device!

Vol. 2: Cuttings
How
 to make new
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Design and drawings by jingzhou Sun

Proposal for a Backyard Propagating Composter
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